
MINUTES  
 

DÚICHE DHÚN GARBHÁN / LIOS MHÓR 
DUNGARVAN AND LISMORE DISTRICT MEETING 

 
HELD ON 12TH MARCH, 2018 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES,  

DUNGARVAN at 2.30pm. 
 
 
PRESENT:           
 
 Cllr. Tom Cronin 
Cllr. Damien Geoghegan 
  Cllr. Pat Nugent 
 Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell  
Cllr. James Tobin  
Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Declan Doocey 
Cllr. Siobhan Whelan 
 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:         
   

Mr. I. Grimes, Director of Services, Housing  
Mr. G. Hynes, Senior Engineer, Roads 
Mr. J. O’Mahony, Senior Planner 

 Ms. J. McGrath, Senior Executive Engineer, Roads 
 Mr. R. Moloney, Senior Executive Officer, Environment 
 Ms. Honor Dunphy, Meetings Administrator 
 
 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY         
 
Rita Hegarty and Thomas O’Ryan  
 
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS:         
 
To Michael Duggan on winning an All Ireland title for boxing in 64kg category. 
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES          
 
Minutes of District Meeting held on 12th February, 2018 were proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. 
Nugent and agreed. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING          
 
Cllr. Whelan asked had letters been sent out to residents re junction on N25, Youghal Road. G. Hynes, 
SE said he will check if letters have issued and confirmed that the matter is now finalised as the volume 
of traffic doesn’t warrant an alteration to the junction. 
Cllr. Pratt thanked the Council for the site clearing around Glenshelane and for the gritting in Ballyduff. 
Cllr. Geoghegan said the adopted Road Works Programme was not on the Agenda and felt it was rushed, 
he asked that longer workshop time be given to elected members in future. This was concurred by Cllrs. 
Cronin, Whelan, Pratt and O’Donnell. 



G. Hynes, SE noted comments and will give more time in future to facilitate discussion on Roads 
Programme. 
Cllr. Nugent asked that a review be requested re. TII’s decision not to alter junction on the N25, Youghal 
Road. 
 
3. PLANNING 

 
(a) Planning Lists – noted 
 
(b) Unfinished Housing Estates - noted 
 
Cllr. Nugent requested more information re. Material Convention on Aldi application and confirmation on 
who owns the land.  Cllr. O’Donnell asked if lands owned by OPW 
J. O’Mahony, SP said a report will be issued re. proposed additional car park adjoining Aldi site, he will 
defer comments until this report is issued. 
  
 
4. PROGRESS REPORTS 
  
(a) Planning 
 
Cllr. Tobin asked about proposal for Wind farms and details on how long a temporary wind monitoring 
mast may stay in place. Also asked for clarification on guidelines for process for making an application for 
wind turbines, stated that councillors have no power in decision on applications.   
Cllr. Whelan stated we are currently waiting on updated guidelines and these need to be issued.  
Cllr. O’Donnell concurred stating there is an issue with proposal for 32 wind turbines in Knockanore and 
Germany are currently removing their wind turbines. 
J. O’Mahony, SP said there are no current applications for wind farms with the planning authority. 
Targeted review of guidelines from Department to do with setback, shadow flicker and noise, they are still 
waiting on outcome of the review and continue to operate under the 2006 guidelines. He is aware of 
request for wind monitoring mast, there are exemptions – put up a wind testing rig up to 80m in height for 
approx 15-18 months in place to carry out monitoring. All developers must make a planning application 
regardless of number of turbines, in certain cases applications go directly to An Bord Pleanala, 
J.O’Mahony will review and circulate information to Councillors.  
 
Cllr. Pratt asked what the planned number of wind turbines for the County was. 
J. O’Mahony said council recently did a renewable energy strategy looking at all renewable energy 
sources and what contribution they can make to energy production up to 2030. He looked at all wind 
energy applications to date and if all constructed we would satisfy our wind requirement. In relation to 
wind energy in our Development Plan we are bound under the Government requirements to cater for 
renewable energy in forward planning.    
 
Cllr. Doocey asked could we get information from Germany as to why they are taking out wind turbines 
and asked that we write to the Department of Environment re. providing new guidelines on wind energy. 
This was seconded by Cllr. Cronin.  
I.Grimes, DoS confirmed that letter to Department will issue. 
 
(b) Roads/Infrastructure 
 
Cllr. Cronin acknowledged the work done as a result of storm Emma and congratulated the outdoor staff 
on their speedy response and works done by contractors and farmers was appreciated, he said there was 
superb co-operation with the Emergency Services/Civil Defence and the Coast Guard in Ardmore. 
Cllr. Geoghegan concurred with Cllr. Tobin stating that the response from the Council showed Local 
Government at its best and paid tribute to the Roads Department , the availability of staff, the Red Cross 
and Mountain Rescue, it showed people at their very best. 



Cllr. Pratt supported previous speakers stating people came together as communities. He also asked 
about the status of LIS applications. 
Cllr. Tobin requested to be associated with all comments re. Storm Emma, acknowledged the farming 
community for clearing the road and it highlighted the need for the local government. He asked about the 
CIS scheme and if Community Car Parks could be included under the scheme. 
Cllr. Nugent concurred with other Councillors, highlighting that proper ‘meitheal’ work between 
communities was done by everyone. He asked has the speed limit sign been changed on the road from 
Mooney’s pub to Helvick. 
G. Hynes, SE said the LIS allocation is €282K for the current year, closing date is Wednesday 14th March, 
2018 and he is committed to prioritise applications that were not successful last year first but will access 
all new applications with these. CIS is for local roads that are ‘in charge’ and it’s an opportunity for small 
territory roads to benefit, the closing date for CIS is also the 14th March, 2018. Car Parks are not eligible 
within the 2018 CIS scheme. The Speed limit Byelaws are all agreed and in place, he will check the one 
in Helvick. 
 
Cllr. Doocey praised all involved in tackling Storm Emma and asked would snow ploughs have worked 
better than buckets.  
Cllr. Whelan concurs with all comments regarding works during Storm Emma. Also has coastline been 
reviewed for erosion following storm Ophelia / Emma and are we going to seek funding for this.  
Cllr. Geoghegan stated that the trees need to be cut back at entrance to Ballinroad at Kilminion. He also 
asked how many fields and public areas are being used illegally for horses, it’s becoming an issue in both 
the City and Dungarvan. 
Cllr. O’Donnell looked for update on funding for Helvick Head Pier, there are no white road markings in 
Kilgobnet and there is a need for additional signs at junctions. 
Cllr. Pratt concurred re. horses issues and problem needs to be addressed, right of the land owner and 
animal welfare needs to be considered. 
G. Hynes, SE said snow ploughs are very efficient where there is space to push to side but it wouldn’t 
have worked for storm Emma, the industrial loaders worked effectively. He acknowledged co-operation 
from all Contractors and the outdoor crews and roads staff. There is no evidence of additional coastal 
erosion, the OPW will provide funding where it will protect towns/villages against flooding but not for 
protection of agricultural/private lands. He will review trees in Ballinroad and serve notice under Roads 
Act.  He has examined cost of dredging of Helvick, there is a capital cost of €2M and dredging needs 
takes place every 4 years at cost of €600K, the statutory process involved is extensive and a licence is 
needed for dumping at sea, it would cost €150K to complete all surveys but at this time there is no 
funding to carry out the dredging works. 
 
Cllr. O’Donnell reiterated the point re Helvick Pier asked could it be looked at as there is an issue with 
lifeboat access. 
Cllr. Geoghegan agreed with Cllr. O’Donnell stating it’s a working pier and should be addressed stating 
we cannot neglect Helvick. 
Cllr. Doocey supported previous speakers and asked can a case be made to relevant Departments to get 
funding, can material be disposed on land versus out at sea. 
Cllr. Tobin confirmed that is unanimous opinion of the elected members that we get money for Helvick 
and it should be prioritised. 
Cllr. O’Donnell thanked all for supporting and Cllr. Tobin confirmed that the application for licence needs 
to be made.   
I. Grimes, DOS said we do not have budget for the work as the process for applying for a licence incurs a 
lot of expenditure but we can look at sources of possible funding from Department. 
G. Hynes, SE said dredging is a reoccurring requirement and a significant number of specialised surveys 
are required to assess suitability in relation to marine environment e.g. tidal currents, depths of water etc., 
he confirmed that materials sourced at sea are best disposed at sea.  
 
R. Moloney, SEO said Local Authorities can only act on horses on their own lands but not on private land 
and the Council has no role re. animal welfare issues 
 
Cllr. Cronin asked when horses enter land illegally what is the process for dealing with this. 



Cllr. Geoghegan said land owners are fearful and suggested that some issues could be dealt with through 
the Traveller Accommodation Group. 
Cllr. Whelan said there are horses by the chapel in Abbeyside and could the council assist in confirming 
land owner and are horses chipped or have passports.  Also enquired if there are any other solutions 
outside of dredging for Helvick Pier 
R. Moloney, SEO said micro chipping and passports are an issue for the Department of Agriculture and 
the ISPCA have a role in animal welfare.  If animals are on private property it is a matter for the land 
owners to pursue with the authorities. 
G. Hynes, SE said the only solution for Helvick is dredging, the OPW and Department of Agriculture are 
the only source of funding which does not include funding for surveys and design work. He will write to 
both Departments to see if there are any sources of funding available. 
Cllr. Doocey said there is a crisis of loose horses and made a suggestion that the Department consider a 
period of amnesty in order to enable owners to microchip and get passports for all horses. 
 
(c)  Housing 
 
Cllr. Whelan asked about the 5 houses in Shandon and under what scheme are they being developed. 
Cllr. Pratt looked for an update on Tenant Purchase Scheme, Part V and asked have the Department 
reviewed Terms and Conditions for the tenant purchase scheme.   
I. Grimes, DOS said the houses in Shandon are a development of eight, the LA is acquiring 5 houses as  
turn-key and the other 3 houses are a historical Part V commitment.  The Department has completed 
review on Tenant Purchase Scheme but no update issued.  
 
Cllr. Pratt requested Fine Gael representatives to pursue outcome of the review.  
Cllr. Cronin looked for update re. Estuary Heights. I. Grimes, DoS to check and revert. 
Cllr. O’Donnell stated that anti social behaviour is causing problems and asked is Garda clearance 
carried out on tenants. 
I. Grimes, DOS said the issue of anti social behaviour is very complex, cases can involve Garda 
investigations and not every issue of criminal activity stems from social housing or tenants of social 
housing. The current policy is that security vetting is done for new tenants.  If complaints are received 
they are treated confidentially and investigated.  The Anti Social Behaviour Unit takes all cases seriously 
and they will be investigated, it is imperative that complaints are made in order for the unit to act on them. 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked what is the Council’s policy in defending criticism against Local Authorities. 
I. Grimes, DOS said the Local Authority does not comment publicly on individual cases as it’s our duty to 
protect data of tenants/applicants. 
 
(d)  Environment 
 
Cllr. Pratt asked how can we do more to address issues of illegal dumping, fly tipping and dog fouling. 
Despite the March Roadside Litter campaign and National Spring Clean in April we need to continue to do 
more as it seems to be getting progressively worse, we need additional campaigns and use of CCTV 
needs to be increased. 
Cllr. Tobin said people are bringing household rubbish and putting it into council bins he asked if a survey 
could be carried out on how much household waste is in the council bins. 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked about the former Ormonde Hotel site in Dungarvan, requested that the owner is 
contacted to see what the immediate plans are for the development of the site.   
I. Grimes, DoS is aware of discussions re site between the owner and potential developers. 
Cllr. O’Donnell concurs with Cllr. Geoghegan re. derelict site at former Ormonde Hotel. 
Cllr. Whelan concurs also re former Ormonde Site and asked can the Tallow walkway called ‘The Ramp’ 
have bins installed for dog waste. Requested if there will be any grants for insulating council houses. 
R. Moloney, SEO re. illegal dumping groups should contact the council to register for the National Spring 
Clean event. Council also has 2 grants schemes that are currently open - Local Litter Awareness (closing 
14th March) & Local Waste Prevention Scheme (closing 15th March). He will talk to area engineer re. 
installing bins in Tallow. SEAI scheme available for insulation of houses which is made to the Housing 



section.  I. Grimes, DOS confirmed LA is engaging with SEAI and looking at other potential funding 
sources as LA was unsuccessful in 2017 application. 
 
Cllr. Doocey said supported complaint regarding the use of bins for domestic rubbish and dog fouling. 
Cllr. Pratt suggested council calls to all houses to query if using waste provider for disposal of waste and 
to produce evidence. 
Cllr. Geoghegan said Dungarvan Leader printed an article from 30 years ago and stated the issue of 
illegal dumping is still a problem. People’s mindset needs to change. 
 
5. Correspondence 
 
None 
  
6. Notice of Motion 
 
None 
 
7 . A.O.B 
 
I. Grimes DoS requested an amendment to minutes of meeting of 12th February, 2018 - Section 4 (c) 
Housing, delete “in Estuary Heights” and replace with “in the district” 
Amendment proposed by Cllr. Tobin and seconded by Cllr. Pratt and agreed by all. 
 
Cllr. Tobin praised the ambulance service as a recent user and highlighted how important the use of your 
postal Eircode is as it has potential to save lives, it is essential to have your Eircode near to hand. He 
requested to ask the press to highlight the importance of the use of Eircode. 
Cllr. Pratt concurs with Cllr. Tobin stating everyone should have their Eircode in a prime location. 
Cllr. Doocey supports Cllr. Tobin’s request. 
Cllr. O’Donnell says it’s an issue. 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
Signed:_____________________ Cathaoirleach  Dated:_______________________ 
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